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THE CIRCULAR 


flas for its fundamental principles the Religion of the Bible 
aud the Socialism of the Primitive Church Its aim, however, 
sto give its readers also a supply of general intelligence, and 


the news of the day. 
Texms—Free, to those who choose to receive freely: One 


Dollar per annum to those who prefer to pay. 

Specimen numbers will be sent to those requesting them.— 
Any subscriber wishing to discontinue his paper,should return 
us 8 copy with his nameand residence written upon it, and the 


simple order, ‘ Discontinue.’ 
Address * THE CIRCULAR, Oneida, N. Y.”” 


The Oneida Community 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY. 


Vines, Strawberry Plants, &c.; Vegetables and 
Fruits in their season, at the Community Gardens. 




















Steel-Traps of | the most approved Description 
for frontier and western Trapping, manufactured 
by the Community. 

8. Newnovse, Superintendent. 

Sewing-Silks: Merchants and Traders supplied 
with the various kinds of American manufacture, 


at wholesale prices. 
A. W. Carr, O. H. Mitrer, C. Ops, Agents 
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Travelivg-Bags: an assortment of our own 
Manufacture, from carefully selected stock. 


Merchants supplied. 
H. W. Burnuam, 


Mrs. E. lll Superintendents. 


Cravats: Satin Spring Cravats” of the best 


styles, and thoroughly made. 
Mrs. 8. Van Vetzer, Superintendent, 
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Palm-leaf Hats manufactured and for sale at 


the Community. 
Mrs. A. C. Bears, _Superintendent. 
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Milling: Custom work done as as usual at the 
Community Grist-mill. 
D. J. Haut, Miller. 
mnanannnrnenst 0 Ow 0 *” 
Fresh Tomatoes--Hermetically Sealed,in Glass 
Bottles, for family use. 
I ION nee 
Orders in any of the above branches may be 
addressed by letter or otherwise to 


THE COMMUNITY, 
Oneida, Madison Co. N. Y. 





Wallingford Commune. 
FRUIT & MARKET GARDENING, 


Traveling-Bags 
Manufactured and for sale. Address, 
H. ALLEN, . WALLINGFORD, CONN. 
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PUBLICATIONS, 


FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 


. THE BEREAN; A Manual for the help of those 


who seck the Faith of the Primitive Church: an 
octavo volume of 500 pages.—By J. H. Noyxs. 
Price, $1,50. = 


BIBLE COMMONISM; A Compilation from the 
Annual Reports and other publications of the 
Oneida Association and its branches; presenting, 
in connection with their History, asummary view 
of their Religious and Social Theories. 128 pages, 
octavo. Price 50 cts. Printed and published at 
the office of the Circular, Oneida, N. Y. 


SALVATION FROM SIN; Explained and de- 
fended by J. H. Noyes. Pamphlet 6} cts. 


=== Past Volumes a the Circular and the 
Perfectionist, can be furnished; and any of the 
above Publications may be sent by mail to all parts 
of the country. 
b= Persons writing to us on business con- 
nected with the Circular, or for the purpose of or- 
dering any of the above publications, are particu- 
larly requested to write their name, Post-Office and 
State, as distinctly as possible. 





Support of the Circular. 


As will be seen by the terms at the head of this 
elumn, the Circular is offered to those who wish it, 
as the gospel is, without money and without price 
{t is supported at present, first and principally, by- 
the funds of the Oneida Association and its branch. 
es; secondly, by the free contributions of its friends 
and a few remittances from those who choose to pay 
for it. Our expectation, however, is that the idea 
ofa Frere Darzy Rericious Press, as the comple- 
‘mont and consummation of Free Schools,Free Church- 
es, and Free Benevolent Societies, will gradually 
become known, and be appreciated among all spir- 
itually minded religionists, and that thus the 
Circular, as the embodiment of that idea, will 
draw to itself a volunteer constituency, more whole- 
hearted than that which surr , for instanc e. 





the Bible Society,’ and endows it annually with a 
eovonue of three hundred thovsand dollars. 
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En Avant! 


Heavy and thick the atmosphere, 

The prospect narrow, dark, severe— 

Yet @ few steps the path is clear, 
For those few steps, march on! 


Dark rocks that frown as :fin wrath, 

Like giants ranged across the path— 

Be sure the gorge some outlet hath, 
8o trustfully march on! 


A deep wide stream that shines like glass, 
Flanked by steep banks of slippery grass— 
There is some bridge by which to pass, 

So watchfully march on! 


A tempest rattling in the wind, 

The sun in thunder-robes enshrined— 

Doubt not some shelter soon to find, 
Still hopefully march on! 


The day goes out—the fog upcrouds, 

Darkness the face of heaven enshrouds—— 

A voice shall guide thee through the clouds, 
So patiently march on! 


If Duty set you on the way, 
You need not fear—you must not stay ; 
Still faithfully her word obey, 

Still loyally march on! 


Let but your aims be high and true, a 

Your spirit firm. but patient too, 

A Titan’s strength shall go with you, 
Still fearlessly march on! 


Chambers’s Journal. 





Faith against Experience. 
‘ Behold I make all things new.’—Revelations. 


These words, spoken by ‘Him that sit- stances, 
teth upon the throne,’ refer to the advent | those who have 
of the ‘Holy City, New Jerusalem,’ our] life.’ 


appointed rendezvous and home. We 
‘must enter it through the gates ; 


fore we can do this, we must be prepared | q 


for examination and provided with pass- | ternal observation. 
Admission to the Holy City de-| the Bible was in the teeth of Abraham’s 
pends on the fulfillment of the conditions| faith ; yet he staggered not at the prom- 
The text]ise of a son, and the result proved the 
His| commonly a doleful one. 
feeling and larguage in cases of sickness 


ports. 


attached to a residence there. 


that place. 
parallel passage in Isaiah :—‘ Remember 
ye not the former things, neither consider 


be done which contradicts the past. 


inferences of past experience. 


of al] human experience—the great fixed 
fact of the world, that death is certain, 
But faith repudiates this conclusion, and 


ter in through the gates into the city.’ 


death is destroyed. Here, then, 


against the declarations of Christ. 








: ‘Under which hing, Bezonian ? euk or 
die.’ 
of the New Jerusalem ? 


faith, will not suffer the past experience 
of the world to stumble them. There is 
no fanaticism in this position ; because 
in respect to the circumstances which 
make and govern experience, the world 
has nothing in common with them. The 
experience of the world shows how hu- 
man Jife will work when saturated with 
evil ;— it solves the problem of the devil’s 
government, and the solution is just such 
as we should expect ; and such as is seen 
abroad in the presence of sin, misery, and 
death. But this terrible result does not 
set bounds to the experience of those who 
are under opposite influences, and an- 
other government. 
practical attainment of union with God, 
state in which sin is overcome, and in| kingdom of heaven.’ 
are in a certain kind of wisdom—the 
The question then|more sage, sapient conclusions they have 
work in| formed from the false experience of the 
world,—the worse they are off. 


which the power and wisdom of Christ 
are revealed in us. 
arises, 
these circumstances? We protest at the 
outset against the bringing in of experi- 
ence based on totally different circum- 


and be-/ and we shall find from the beginning it is 


we have cited points out one remarkable propriety of his denial of the past. 
trait characterizing the constitution of] adherence to the promise on this occasion, 
Its effect is brought out by a] is put forward as a splendid specimen of | is, 
faith. Many facts of the same kind ap- 
pear in the history of the Jews. 
the things of old. Behold I will do a new by experience merely, we should have as- 
thing : now it shall spring forth.’ Forget | sumed their complete destruction again 
all past history as forming a standard of| and again in the course of their journey 
hope und expectation ; a new thing is to| from Egypt to Canaan. 
back by Pharaoh upon the Red Sea, and 

Our warfare is one of faith against ex-| while wandering forty years in the wilder- 
perience. We must doggedly reject the|ness, every inference from past observa- 
We can-|tion was against them. 
not otherwise expect to succeed in the! required to disregard all such inferences ; 
conflict with evil which our confession of and no amount of temptation served as an 
Christ calls us to, and through which | excuse to shield them from God’s anger 
lies our path to the paradise of God—Jwhen they turned aside to reason from 
For instance, the universal experience of| worldly experience. 
an unbelieving world is concentrated more power in every instance against experi- 
than on any other one thing, on the cer-|ence ; and the language of all his dealings 
tainty of death. It is the very Gibraltar| with them for many years was, 
the things that are behind, and go for- 
ward ; 
So through the whole course of Bible his- 
points in its stead to the fundamental | tory we can see the presence of God over- 
principle of the New Jerusalem, that ruling the tendencies of all subordinate na- 
‘they who do his commandments have|ture; and his power interposing to bafile 


right to THE TREE OF LIFE, and may en-| the calculations of unbelieving experience. 
In considering what is to be done in|kind of operation. 
with vehemence and revenge, all that 


musty, corrupt experieuce which belongs 
to the faithless system, and the doctrine 
founded on it, bringing heaviness and 
discouragement on the soul, and encour- 
age exclusively that experience which 
takes hold on God, and creates hope. 
shall in this way soon acquire an amount 
of evidence ip ourselves of the practica! 


The certainty induced by faith, is, that}the new and different circumstances to 
Christ has conquered all his foes, has|}which we are introduced by the gospel, 
made them his footstool, and that even/we must in the first place remove away 
the last enemy is put under his feet. It|/the whole of our past experience, and 
establishes the fundamental rule, that|clear our minds of all acquired notions 
is one} and traditions affecting our spiritual or 
rule set up against another—experience | physical welfare, which have their origin 
Wejand application in unkelief. This in- 
are required to choose between them.—!cludes the common maxims and opinions 


in vepée to ud. owsie er true fo iter 
The King of Terrors, or the King}may have been proved by observation, 
and however well adapted to the working 


Those who give ear to the teaching of] of the world’s problem, they are not truc 


How will human life 


faith it is good, and no farther. 
to affect the expectations of| this hint we may learn to distinguish be- 
‘passed from death unto} tween the true and the false. 
rience of the world works despair ;—the 


nor applicable in our circumstances. It 
is not safe to trust even the best of them ; 
for they are inextricably mixed and inter- 
locked with the great system of which 
they are parts, and of which unbelief is 
the soul. 
old maxims on to the new life. 
should rather throw the whole off, and 
begin a new experience. 
nothing of the theories of health which 
are now considered indispensable, and his 
virgin simplicity in this respect should 
be reproduced in the minds of those who 
would come at the theory of health which 
prevails where ‘all things are made new.’ 
We believe in the|‘ Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the 


There is no safety in patching 


We 


Adam knew 


The older persons 


So far as experience is auxiliary to 
From 


The expe- 


We may go back into sacred history ;| experience of Christ and the New Jeru- 


salem works hope. 


As a general thing 


record of the triumph of faith over ex-| in the world,’ those who have most to do 


‘ Forget 





worse,’ 
Judging | uals and generations, necessarily produces 
in the end a descending tone of feeling 
and testimony. On the other hand, true 
experience always creates an ascending 
When driven] tone, and finally raises the courage and 
hope and thankfulness of its subjects to 
the concert pitch of heaven. 


All experience cnt of} with the subject of health and disease, 
contract a tone of discouragement in re- 
spect to it. 
tea-table gossips and nurses fall into, is 


The mental attit:ide which 
Their habitual 


‘The evil is very bad, and will be 
Faithless experience in individ- 


This is because true experience takes 


Yet they were|/in anew element, unknown to the expe- 
;| rience of the world —THE PRESENCE OF THE 
POWER OF GOD.. 
has this element, 
cheerful ascending action of the mind, 
God arrayed hisown]/and is radiant with the light of hope. 
Each believer knows something of this as- 
cending action—of the experience which 
increases hope and strengthens life. Let 
us lay up this practical knowledge, and 
behold I will do a new thing.’—|seck the extension and increase of it by 
every means in our power. 
bring to mind and study those past op- 
erations in our history in which faith 
was present ; 
and memories as worthless, every other 


Every human trial that 
is accompanied by a 


We should 


and cast out of our minds 


We should rebuke 


We 
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working of his system, that will make us 
brazen-faced against any array of the op- 
posite experience and traditions of the 
old world. In denying such a mass of de- 
scending experience as has accumulated 
from the beginning of the devil’s reign 
over men, we contend apparently, against 
great odds ; but as adherents of the faith 
kingdom we shall find the new experience 
substantial enough to meet it. 

The principle of the whole matter may 
be summed up thus: The experience 
which should govern all our calculations 
as believers, and furnish all our inferen- 
ces, and which forms the very constitu- 
tion of the Holy City, is based, not on 
the working of man, or of man and na- 
ture, but on the working of God. Here 
arises the infinite distinction of circum- 
stances, and consequent difference of des- 
tiny between believers and unbelievers. 
The experience of the world begins and 
ends in a complete vacuity of good spirit- 
ual influences; it proceeds upon the as- 
sumption that the age of mirracles is 
past, and contains no recognition of a 
powerful, benevolent, and present God. 
Ours is founded on the reverse of those 
positions. It is sustained by the Bible, 
free from sectarian interpretation, and 
upon the superhuman experience con- 
tained in that book.—-Home-Talk. 
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The Great Revival. 

The Tribune of Monday conies to us with an 
account occupying six columns, of the great reli- 
gious awakening that is now sweeping over the 
length and breadth of the land. We transfer those 
portions of the account, which are of most general 
interest, to our columns to-day. The movement 
is one of great and profound interest to us, and 
we trust to every one of our readers. We say, 
God speed the work. The spirit of judgment 
and repentance is evidently brooding over the 
people, and we trust it will go deeper and yet 
deeper until the whole nation stands convicted 
before God, and turns unto Christ asa present 
Savior from all sin and selfishness. If is a cheer- 
ing symptom that the way is preparing for the 
gospel of the resurrection and the full advent of 
the kingdom of heaven in this world. One of the 
most interesting features of the movement is, it 
is a people’s movement—it was born among the 
people— among business men, and it is sustained 
and carried on, under Providence, by the people. 
‘Our daily meetings,’ says a New-York minister, 
‘are conducted by clergymen and laymen, but 
chiefly by the latter. The principal work is ac- 
complished by some mears outside of church in- 
fluence. It is a marked feature of the revival that 
the men who are converted and become the most 
efficient and powerful instruments in ‘the work, 
areled to serious thoughts by other instrumen- 
tality than mere church effort. This revival is 
not merely superficial—it gues right down to the 
foundations of the popular heart. These hard 
times have set us all thinking.’ This 1s one of 
the most hopeful facts of the movement. The 
clergy and great church organizations have failed 
to prove themselves true shepherds, able to lead 
the people to the living watere of salvation ; hence 
the Lord begins the work in the bosom of the 
people, and through the beautiful agency of 
prayer-meetings sets the whole country on fire 
with revivals. It is not only a movement of the 
people, but of the young men—the fresh, generous 
and enthusiastic life, leads the van. Let us pray 
that the work may go on and that the Pentecos- 
tal Gospel, that was preached at New-Haven 
by J. H. Noyes twenty-four years ago, may go 
forth upon this soif*of human hearts which is 
now being prepared by the Spirit, and bring 
forth a great and glorious harvest.—r. 1. P. 





Bible Controversy. 

An interesting and extraordinary movement 
has recently been taken by a majority of. the 
Board of Managers of the Anerican Bible Society. 
It is well known that in 1847 the Committee on 





Versions, une of the standing Committees of the 
Board, were directed by the Beard to have pre- 
pared under their supervision, a Standard Edi- 
tion of the Bible in English, of King James’s Ver- 
sion, for the use of the Suciety ; which should be 
made as perfect as possible, be cleansed of all 
typographical errors, and be the model to which 
all future editions of the Society should be con- 
formed. This Committee entered upon the work 
in 1848, and prosecuted it diligently and care- 
fully thereafter, with the aid of an industrious 
and attentive collater, till the Spring of 1851, 
when their work was completed. Their Report 
of their labors to the Board of Managers, was 
accepted and ordered to be printed and the copy 
of the Bible prepared by them, was adopted as 
the Standard Copy of the Society, and all editions 
of the Society were ordered to be conformed to 
it. The work which the Committee performed, 
was to clear the version from all typographical 
errors and conform the spelling of the words to 
modern rules and usage; and to revise what are 
termed the accessories of the version—the head- 
ings of the chapters, and running headings at the 
top of the page—these in many cases they altered 
and conformed as much as possible to the strict 
language of the text. The edition thus pre- 
pared, adopted and afterward published, has 
ever'since been in use by the Society ; going every- 
where, until within a few months past, without 
known dissent, wherever the Bible, as distributed 
by the Society, has been accustomed to circulate. 
For six years this edition has been scattered by 
millions of copies all over the country, and is the 
only one now having much sale. Within the 
past year however, a change has come over the 
minds of-a majority of the Board of Managers, and 
they have found what they consider important 
objections to the Standard Edition. These objec- 
tions are not that any improper liberties have been 
taleen with the text; or to the correction of er- 
rors of orthography and punctuation,, but that 
alterations have been made in the running titles 
of the chapters and pages. They contend that 
there was a sort of sacredness in the headings as 
instituted by King James's translators, and that 
to change them in any way, whether for better 
or for worse, is to take improper liberties, and es- 
tablish a dangerous precedent. The friends of the 
revised edition reply, that these headings form no 
part of the word of God; that they are merely 
human in their origin, and of no authority or 
bindirg force whatever; that many of them are 
sectarian in their bearing, and some of them mere- 
ly absurd; that their revision has aimed only at 
rendering them what they should be, if retained, 
an honest. index of subjects, instead of a sectarian 
running commentary; and that the revised edition 
is, finally, the purest English Bible ever published. 


Having the power,-the majority at a recent 
meeting of the Board, ordered that the revised 
edition be suppressed, and a return be made at 
once to the old version as adopted by the Society 
in 1816. The movement against the revised edi- 
tion, appears to have commenced amongst the 
High Church party of Episcopalians, and the Old 
School Presbyterians, and derives its principal 
strength from these parties. 

Against this action of the Board the Committee 
on Versions entered a protest, which was rejected 
by the Board, whereupcen the Committee resigned. 
Their resignations have been accepted by the 
Board, and a new Committee is to be appointed 
in their places. The retrograde movement seems 
thus to be fairly inaugurated, and from the pres- 
ent prospect can only be arrested by the removal of 
the present Board of Managers by the Society at 
its annual meeting in May next, and the appoint- 
ment of a new Board. An effort to do this will 
undoubtedly be made. In the meantime the con- 
troversy creates a great deal of excited and un- 
pleasant feeling in the Society, and is the topic of 
much discussion in the religious and New York 
daily papers. The affair is regretted by the 
liberal and progressive portion of the religious 
public, and may lead to new and important de- 
velopments in the great Bible movements of the 
times.—T. L. P. 





(ez The leaders in the new Fourier Phalanx 
Enterprise at Cincinnati, have purchased a farm 
containing about 220 acres near Moore’s Hill, Dear- 
born Co., Indiana, on the line of the Ohio and 
Mississippi Railroad, 40 miles southwest of Cin- 
cinnati, and 12 miles west of Aurora on the Ohio 
River. The leading spirit of the enterprise is Mr. 
Alcander Longley of the fraternal publishing firm 
of Longley Brothers, Cincinnati. Mr. Longley 
was for some time a resident of the North Ameri- 
ean Phalanx in Monmvuth Co., N. J.,and seems 
to be an enthusiastic disciple of Association or 


Phalansterianism, and to have strong faith in the 
ultimate success of the principle. We certainly 
sympathize with all earnest aspirations for a bet- 
ter human society, for a power that shall destroy 
that which is evil, and develope truth and good- 
ness and happiness in men’s hearts ; but we fear 
that our friends will need something better than 
mere ‘Codperative Labor, Joint-Stock Property, 
Equitable Distribution of Profits, Association of 
Families, Integral Education, Mutual Guarantees 
and Unity of Interests,’ to do this. Our own ex- 
perience shows us, and the vicissitudes and fate 
of association movements hitherto confirm the 
fact, that the reconstruction and regeneration of 
society is impossible, as long as men are subject 
to the spirit of Selfishness. A power must be 
brought to bear upon men which is stronger than 
selfishness—stronger than any form of evil—strong 
enough to regenerate the springs of their hfe, be- 
fore they can be organized into a vital and har- 
monious social structure. This power we have 
found in Jesus Christ as an indwelling Savior. 
We find him to be the Spirit of living unity—of 
love—of resurrection life; leading us into all 
truth; shaping all our ways, and ever going be- 
fore us a pillar of cloud by day, and a pillar of fire 
by night. —r. L. P. 





From the N. Y. Tribune. 
The Religious Awakening. 

“ Tt can have hardly escaped general observation 
that there is now being manifested, in this city, 
an unusual and increasing attention to religion. 
A remarkable, earnest state of feeling on this sub- 
ject has been developing itself for some time past 
among all classes of the community here—from 
the highest to the lowest—including those out of 
the church as well as those init. Nor has this 
quickened interest in religion, and this increased 
attendance on religious meetings, been in any wise 
confined or peculiar to this city; for it extends 
in an equal and, in many instances, in a still great- 
er degree to all parts of the country. The Ex- 
change newspapers, both religious and secular. 
that come to us from all quarters, speak of an un- 
wonted revival of religious feeling in their vicinity. 
and in the country far and near around them.— 
In fact, a sudden fervor seems to have seized the 
public mind. Everywhere men are crowding to 
religious meetings, and the spirit with which the 
crowds are impressed, and which incites them to 
so general an attention to religion and religious 
services, seems to be animating the whole land. 
The revival spreads almost like contagion. It 
is everywhere expected, like an epidemic. A 
meeting is organized in one place, and in a day or 
two afterward another is sure to follow in the 
nearest neighborhood. One church breaks out in- 
to a revival, and in a few weeks the next in the 
village, or the town, or the city, follows the ex- 
ample, until the whole district is awakened and 
arou In some instances the enthusiasm seems 
to have spread from place to place with all the ra- 
pidity of a fire on a prairie. It is believed 
that as many as a hundred prayer-meetings have 
been established in different cities and towns 
throughout the country, from the single example 
of the noon-day meeting held in this city in the 
‘Old North Dutch Church.’ Not, all of these 
meetings are held at the same time of day, or 
even daily, yet they have been called into exist- 
ence from the fact that this was called into exist- 
ence befoge them. 

“A similar religious feeling has not been known 
in this city for twenty five years. About twenty- 
five years ago a revival of great power, which ex- 
cited the sympathy and codperation of great num- 
bers of persons, both church members and others, 
occurred in New-York, though its extent and 
results were far less remarkable than those which 
have been already witnessed in the present in- 
stance. Public religious meetings were then held 
in unusual places, and at unusual hours, and were 
throngingly attended ; but we believe that a mid- 
day prayer-meeting, held in the center of the 
business circles of the city, and sustained largely 
by the most prominent business men, is a novelty 
that was not then known. In fact, if the idea of 
such a meeting had been proposed six months ago, 
with any probability that it would svon be atten- 
ded to such an extent as to require three rooms 
for the divided and overflowing audience, it would 
have been regarded as hardly Jess than preposter- 
ous. 
‘* And it is a precisely similar feeling to that 
which is exhibited at these and other religious 
meetings in this city, that is now spreading 
throughout the country. 

“In New-England, and particularly in Connec- 
ticut and Massachusetts, an unusual spirit prevails ; 
and the numbers of conversions, and of additions 
to the membership of the churches, are unprece- 
dented. Since the first great revival in New- 
England—which was known as the ‘“ Great 
Awakening,” and occurred in the time of the cele- 
brated Jonathan Edwards—there has been noth- 
ing equal to what is now passing. In fact, the 
present revival is said to exceed the former—in 
the extent, at least, if not in thé fervor of its 
work. The memory of Whitefield, and the effects 
which followed his eloquent preaching, cannot 
but be forcibly recalled in view of the great num- 
bers of persons that are now every where profess- 
ing conversion and entering the church. We are 
informed that there are several ‘towns in New- 
England in which not a single adult person can 
be found who has not been converted and become 
a member of the church ! 





“Similar accounts are received largely from the 





West, and in in some instances from the South. 
Multiplied religious meetings are every where 
held in the churches, and a wide-spread and 
wider. spreading interest exists. This feeling, and 
the efforts which are put forth to retain and in- 
crease it, are not exclusive or peculiar to any 
single Christian denomination, but seem to be 
shared equally by all. And there is one charac- 
teristic of the revival that deserves to be specially 
mentioned. The early revivals in the West, par- 
ticularly those in uncultured settlements, were 
marked with a degree of unnatural, and even of 
supernatural excitement which has become tradi- 
tional; yet in the present religious awakening, 
extending, as it does, widely throughout the West, 
we hear of no such boisterous gatherings as were 
known in the early days of the pioneer “ camp- 
meeting preachers ;”’ but, on the contrary, the 
meetings are described as being characterized, if 
not with a more genuine spirit, yet with a higher 
moral tone and a more unexceptionable decorum. 
Indeed, the present revival, as it is mani- 
fested both at the east and West, is marked with 
great sobriety, and a commendable freedom from 
undue excess. It gives evidence of a well-regula- 
ted enthusiasm rather than a wild excitement, 
and as such has better promise of salutary effects 
than uny previous revival that has ever passed 
over the country. 

“Of the causes to which these unusual and 
memorable effects may be traced, it is hardly 
necessary to say that they will be recognized 
as providential and divine. It may be stated that 
the immediate occasion is very widely believed to 
have been the recent severity of the times by 
which men were forced into an acknowledgment 
of their dependence on Divine Providence, and 
their minds made ripe and susceptible to the ope- 
‘ration of spiritual influences and the reception of 
religious truths. If such a cause is adequate to 
such a result, it 1s, perhaps, not surprising that 
this city, whose part of the general burden 
during the commercial troubles was greater than 
that of any other in the country, should afford a 
marked instance of awakened interest in religion. 

“It is of course impossible to give accu- 
rately, or even to estimate approximately the 
actual number of conversions which may be set 
down as the results of such a work. All such 
results are expressed, to some minds, somewhat 
repulsively by mere figures. The actual increase 
of religion in a community is not to be measured 
by statistics. But to give a partial idea ot the 
remarkable effects which have thus far been pro- 
duced, it may be mentioned that more than a 
thousand conversions have been reported in the 
correspondence of a single religious newspaper, for 
a single week. A journal of the religious press 
in this city recently stated that it had counted 
seven thousand in /wo weeks; and this was mere- 
ly the number which happened to be given among 
the ‘religious items’ of only a portion of the 
general newspaper press during that time. It is 
not unlikely that there have actually occurred, in 
a single week, all parts of the country taken to- 
gether, as many as fifty thousand ccnversions. — 
This statement, surprising as it may seem, is 
amply borne out by the facts. 

THE EFFECT IN THE CITY. 


The ‘Great Revival,’ as all men call it, is now 
an absorbing topic even for ordinary conversation. 
The religious meetings that are held in various 
parts of the city during every day, are matters of 
common and street talk. Notices of meetings 
for prayer and other religious exercises have been 
publicly placarded in many of the places where 
handbills are usually posted. In many counting- 
rooms and stores, similar printed advertisements 
have been hung up, calling the attention of busi- 
ness men and others to the devotional convoca- 
tions. In addition to these, tracts have beer 
distributed in the cars, in the omnibuses, and in 
the ferry boats, calling the attention of the chance 
reader to the subject of religion, quoting passa- 
ges from the Scriptures, and giving notices of the 
meetings. Such tracts have even been dropped on 
the pavements of the streets, for passers-by to pick 
up—so that ‘he who runs may read.’ 

“The attendance, on the Sabbath, at the 
Churches has been, for several weeks past, unu- 
sually large. The congregations of many 
churches, which have hertufore been known quite 
as much by the pews that were empty as by 
those that were full, have of late greatly in- 
creased. As a general thing, a very small pro- 

rtion of the churches, either of New-York or 

rooklyn, have been crowded at their former 
services. Usually when the house has been three 
fourths filled, or even less, it has been said that 
‘there was a good congregation ;’ while in not a 
few hardly one-fourth of the seats have been 
occupied. A special occasion has always beer 
needed tu draw a crowded audience. But full 
houses can now be counted by scores in either of 
the cities, and particularly on Sunday nights. It 
isatime of encouragement for ministers, and 
they are preaching with more than usual vigor 
and earnestness. A church member said a few 
days since that he had observed ‘that many ‘of 
the ministers were uncommonly wide-awake, and 
that they seem to have warmed themselves at 
the general fire.’ 

“The prevalent feeling extends also among 
Sunday Schools, as well as among churches.— 
Many of these schools have, within a very recent 
period, doubled, and in some instances, tripled 
their membership; many conversions have oc- 
curred among the young people who attend them 
as scholars. In many of the schools, special 
efforts have lately been made in order to make 
them more profitable and useful, by making them 
more attractive ; and special services are regularly 
held in some of the churches, once a munth, for 
the benefit of the children connected with them. 
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“Some time ago, a plan was set, on foot, which 
was adopted by a large number of churches, of 
various denominations in this city and Brooklyn, 
for the purpose of promoting attendance at divine 
service on the Sabbath, by sysfematic visilation 
of assigned neighborhoods. Each church that 
entered into th« enterprise was allotted a certain 
bound, or parish, of which it was the center, in 
which every house was to be visited and the re- 
ligious condition of every family inquired into. 
The districts at first chosen to be visited were 
chiefly poor and low neighborhoods, where both 
the temporal and the spiritual destitution of the 
people were painfully apparent. Parents were 
solicited to go either to the church in the dis- 
trict, or some other out of it which they might 

refer instead, and to send their children to the 
ode, the Mission or the Industrial School. 
In this way thousands of persons, many of whom 
were formerly degraded and vicious, have been 
reclaimed to a better moral character and a high- 
er social standing. Gradually this scheme of 
visitation was extended so as to include the re- 
spectable and fashionable strects, as well as the 
‘highways and hedges,’ until finally no ‘ passover’ 
was written even on a brown-stone front, and 
Fifth avenue itself was not left to be exempt. 
And from the reports that have been presented, 
the results of these efforts, as seen among the 
higher classes of society, have been of equal in- 
terest with those in the lower. The number of 
rich people, in ‘high life,’ who were found never 
to attend any church, was enormous; though, of 
course, not so large as of the poor; for, not only 
are our poor people in the majority in these 
times, but in upper circles, religion is toa cer- 
tain degree ‘fashionable,’ and church-going is- 
taken as an evidence of ‘ respectability.’ 

“ This plan is still continued in vigorous opera- 
tion. The ‘visitors’ are persous in every church 
who voluntarily take upon themselves the task, 
dividing it among them. 

*‘The prayer meeting held every day at noon 
in the Consistory Rooms of the Reformed Dutch 
Church in William street, near Fulton, has become 
well known over the whole country. This meet- 
ing was begun in October last, and was first held 
weekly, on Wednesdays, until it became so large- 
ly attended that a general desire was expressed 
for a daily session. The change was then made 
and after being publicly announced, a single room 
was soon found insufficient to accommodate the 
great numbers that crowded into it to participate 
m the exercises, A second room was then added, 
and afterward a third. All three are now not 
only filled to their utmost capacity, but would be 
still more largely attended if there was sitting or 
even standing-room to be offered to the multitude. 
On Saturday lust more than 200 persons were 
compelled to go away, unable to get a place in 
either of the rooms. A placard is posted on the 
outer gate inviting persons to enter, though such 
an invitation seems no longer necessary: ‘ Step in 
for five minutes, or longer, as your time permits.’ 
Inside notices are hung on the walls, to the effect 
that prayers and remarks should be brief, ‘in or- 
der to give all an opportunity,’ and forbidding 
the introduction of ‘controverted points,’ for the 
purpose of preventing theological discussions.— 
These precautiors are taken, in order to give ag 
much variety as possible to the exercises, for it is 
unpardonable to render a crowded meeting dull. 

“The frequenters of this meeting come from 
all classes in society, and are invited as such, 
without regard to their differences. Many cler- 
gymen of the city churches, and many prominent 
laymen, including merchants and gentlemen in 
the legal and medica) prcfessions, are seen there 
every day——as they ought to be seen—-side by 
side with the mechanic and the day laborer, and 
even the street beggar. Draymen drive up their 
carts to the church, and hitching their horses 
outside, go in with the crowd ; and ° fine ladies,’ 
who sometimes have Christian hearts in spite of 
unchristian fashions, driven down from ‘up town’ 
in their fine carriages, also step in and mingle 
with the same multitude. The exercises consist 
about equally of prayers, remarks, and singing. 
Of course it is impracticable for so many to take 
part in the speaking or the audible praying, but 
they all join in the singing with great zeal and 
emphasis. On one occasion the volume of sound 
was bo heavy as to dislodge from its place on the 
wall the clock which had been securely fastened, 
as was supposed, and bring it crashing to the 
floor. It is not unfrequent, during the continu- 
ance of the meeting, to see a crowd of persons 
collected in the street in front of the church to 
listen to the spirit-stirring hymas that are sung 
inside. It is seldom that the ‘ Doxology in long 
meter’ is ever heard with such effect upon the 
mind as by persons who Jean over the iron rail- 
ings on the outside to catch the sound of the 
chorus of voices within." 


The New York Daily Prayer Meet- 
ings. 





_ The New York Young Men’s Christian As- 
sociation sends us the following bandbill with 
a request to publish. We do so cheerfully.— 
God bless your labors, friends, and lead you 
into all truth. If we have a word of exhorta- 
tion to youitis this: Do not rest satisfied 
with the conversion of yourselves, or of others, 
to religion as held in the popular churches ; 
but raise the standard of Salvation from Sin 
and all its consequences, now and forever, by 
the confession of Christ as an indwelling Sav- 
or. Anchor yourselves on the gospel which 











“* Christ is the end of the law for righteous- 
ness to every one that believeth. Moses de- 
scribeth the righteousness which is of the law, 
That the man that doeth these things shall live 
by them. But the righteousness which is of faith 
speaketh on this wise: Say not in thy heart, 
Who shal] ascend into heaven? (that is, to 
bring Christ down from above,) or Who shall 
descend into the deep? (that is to bring 
Christ up again from the dead.) But What 
saithit? The word is nigh thee, even in thy 
mouth, AND IN THY HEART: that is the word 
of faith which we preach ; That if thow shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
believe in thy heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Rom. 10. 


New York, Feb. 20, 1858. 
Messrs. Epirors : 

A Business Men’s Union Prayer 
Meetine is held daily, from 12 to 1 
o'clock, in the Jonn Srreer Meruopist 
CuurcH, 44 Joun Srreet, a few doors 
east of Broadway. 

This meeting is similar to the one 
held in Fulton Street. Owing to the 
over-cruwded state of the Rooms at that 
place and the manifest increasing inter- 
est, it has been thought best to open 
this place also. 

Already have we seen and heard 
enough of the results of these meetings 
to make us firm in the conviction, that 
if all Christians throughout our. land 
were faithful, as they have opportunity, 
we would hear one united shout of praise 
going up from all the people, because of 
salvation that has come to all men. It 
must be evident that we have a right to 
ask this favor of you, tor many of the 
readers of your Journal are directly (all 
are, indirectly, at least) interested in 
what is transpiring in the metropolis of 
our country, because of the sons, broth- 
ers, or friends they have here, whom they 
would like to have interested. in these 
things. And we would take this oppor- 
tunity of impressing upon the parents or 
friends of all such young men, (who may 
be one of the 150,000, between the age 
of 16 and 35, we have in our city,) that 
aline with the address, business or resi- 
dence, directed to “ E,” Box 3,841, will 


ensure them a personal invitation to at- 


tend these meetings, and similar ones 
held especially for young men, at the 
Rooms of the “‘ Young Men’s Christian 
Association,” 32 Waverly Place. It is 
proper to state that many of the most 
thoughtless, reckless, yea, heaven-defy- 
ing young men, have, within a few weeks, 
changed their views and aims, and are 
now “clothed in their right mind.” 

We hope any who read this, when 
visiting our city, will feel perfectly “at 
home” in these meetings, and we will be 
glad to hear from country friends always. 
It is well for it to be understood, that 
these meetings are a Union of Baptist, 
Congregational, Methodist, Episcopal, 
Reformed Dutch and Presbyterian breth- 
ren, with one common aim, of advancing 
the Cause of truth and Righteousness in 
the earth, especially in our own “wicked 
Sodom.” 

Information from any of our friends at 
a distance, as to what is being done 
among them, sent to the above address, 
will be gratefully received by us, as to- 
kens that we are remembered in a great 
common work, and will much increase 
our zeal and courage to “‘ go forward and 
possess the land” in the name of our 
great Captain. ) 

Our land may be, (yea, will be) ’ere 
long the joy of the whole earth, if all 
will do what their hands find to do now, 
‘while the day lasts.’ Hoping we have 
not trespassed over much upon your kind- 
ness, 

We are, in behalf of the New York 
Young Men’s Christian Association, 

Yours, with high regard, 
Epwarp Concate, JAMES Farman, 
Ww. M. Hastrves, Grorce P. Epear, 

CuarLes A, Moore, 





Paul preached viz : 
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LATEST NEWS. 
FOREIGN. 

The last week has brought little foreign news of 
importance. At Berlin, the Prussian capital, the 
arrival of the Prince Frederick William with his 
bride the Princess Royal from England, was the oc- 
casion of great rejoicings, festivals, illuminations 
&c.—The accounts from India are mostly favorable 
as to the success of the English arms ——From Chi- 
na, the intelligence is, that the bombardment of Can- 
ton was commenced by the English and French for- 
ces on the 28th of December, was continued on the 
29th, and a fort called Gough’s Fort was taken and 
blown up.—Prince Tzi-Kuzen, the nephew of the 
Emperor of Japan, was to embark about the end of 
December, for Europe, intending to visit France, 
England, Prussia, and Holland, and to return by way 
of America. Among the persons composing his suit, 
are two very intelligent Japan engineers, whose 
mission will be to examine into the system of rail- 
ways. ——The Steamer Leviathan has at last been 
successfully floated, and has been towed down the 
Thames to Deptford, where she will remain until 
completely fitted for sea. 

Letters from France state that the American 
bark Adriatic has again escaped; that after being 
captured in the Gulf of Spezzia by the French war 
steamer, she was taken to Genoa, the weather being 
too stormy to proceed further at the time. The 
French, as would appear, relied on the Genoese 
captain of the port for the safe custody of the 
American vessel, and the port captain relied on the 
French ; but between them, amid the squalls and 
darkness of the night, the bark crept out and 
dashed away; and at day-break next morning a 
speck in the horizon was all that could be seen of 
the Adriatic. The right of the French to seize an 
American vessel and subject its commander to a tri- 
al in their own courts of law for an alleged offense 
committed on the high seas, is seriously questioned. 

..--According to the New Orleans Delta, the 
the South has already redpened the African Slave 
Trade. A regular depot has been established on 
Pearl River in Mississippi, where cargoes of ne- 
groes are landed and sold. The vessels engaged 
in this traffic hoist the French flag. 

.---The Joint Committee of the New-Jersey 
Legislature on the application of New-York for 
jurisdiction over a portion of Sandy Hook, for a 
Quarantine, have reported adversely. 

..--Prof. Agassiz believes the present muild- 
ness of the season to be occasioned by the heavy 
raine of last summer heating the earth. 


..--The first railroad charter granted in the 
state of New York, was granted to the Albany 
and Schenectady Railroad in 1826. 

...-The bill for the increase of the U.S. Ar- 
my, which has been under consideration in the 
Senate for several weeks past, was at length de- 
feated on Thursday the 25th ult., by a vote of 
35 to 16. 





An Oneida Journal. 


SUMMARY OF THE EVENING MEETINGS, 

Wednesday Feb. 24.—A member said, if there 
was nothing more important demanding the at- 
tention of the meeting, he should like to propose 
himself for criticism. He had been subject toa 
variety of unpleasant and paipful sensations the 
present winter—his health had suffered some and 
he had been more or less uncomfortable in his 
mind. He could say he Joved criticism for its 
good effects, but not for itself as some professed 
to do; indeed he thought of it with dread, and 
when he remembered what hard criticisms he 
was apt to get, he shrunk from offering himself to 
the ordeal. Nevertheless in view of the good it 
would do him he invited the family to be free, and 
he would try and hold still to the utmost that any 
had to say. In responding to his request, it was 
thought that Mr. ——’s expression of his feelings 
toward criticism did not really represent his deep- 
est instincts. In his present state he misjudges 
himself, and as one appealed from * Philip drunk to 
Philip sober,’ so we appeal from Mr. —— in his 
present state when he needs criticism, to Mr. —— 
when criticism has had its softening effect: then 
he does not regard criticism as a bitter dose. In 
respect to his fuults, it was thought his propensity 
to talk was his greatest difficulty. It sometimes 
leads him into argumentation which injures his 
fellowship with those around him; and sometimes 
it makes him tedious, producing the same effect. 
Excessive talking is a sure road to spiritual pov- 
erty with any one. Mr.—— necds repose of 
character, and more appreciation of unity. He is 
a great friend of the right of free discussion and 
individual opinion. But the faculty of agreeing 
is as important as independence of min, and 
more so. The spirit of independence may be 
combined witb a true taste for social harmony. 
and a reverence for the superior judgment of 
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others; and we should be rather predisposed to 
sympathize with what another says, than to find 
objections to it. 

Thursday 25.—The letter copied in this paper 
froin the Tribune on Free Love in Central New 
York, was read and slightly commented on. We 
augur but little prosperity to such practical move- 
ments, and yet as an evidence of the diffusion of 
new ideas on the subject and of the liberal pubhe 
sentiment there is in this State in tolerating 
them, we take an interest in the revelations of 
this letter. It leads us to appreciate our lo- 
cality.——A party consisting of sixteen children 
with their schvol-teachers and a few others went 
a sleigh-riding this afternoon to Mr. Leete’s, and 
some report of their visit was called for. Their 
coming was expected at Mr. L.’s, and nothing was 
wanting which warm friendship and hospitality 
could do to make it a pleasant affair. It was a 
great treat to the children, who enjoyed it as we 
used to enjoy going to see our cousins. 

Friday, 26.—One of our women was called un 
to start the conversation, as her name appeared 
on the regular list of volunteers. She did this 
by expressing her appreciation of the conditions 
in which our young people and children are being 
brought up. Their diet, for one thing, is P cause 
of thankfulness. It is like the fare that Daniel 
and his companions chose; and commends itself 
in their appearance—their faces certainly are not 
‘worse liking than the children of their sort.” 
They are swecter in body and disposition for it— 
their appetites in better subjection, and their 
wills more rational. They are less subject to 
humors and inflammations, to petulance and quar- 
relsomeness, than they would be if fed on meat and 
accustomed to tea and coffee. Tobacco and li- 
quors are the natural complements of a meat diet, 
and they are unknown among us. Many who 
are slaves to these stimulants, would tell us 
to bless God for our freedom. Our family diet 
is, in short, such as favors the principles of 
Communism, the abolition of selfishness, and the 
reign of brotherly love. It is not salvation—it 
does not save us from sin; but it has some effect, 
we believe, to increase our receptivity to the 
spiritual power that does save us. The second 
condition mentioned as favorable in the education 
of our children is, that they are not brought up 
in the love of money. They have no idea of wa- 
ges, or of earning their living, much less of getting 
rich. In the world, the passion for making 
money takes possession of the young man in his 
early maturity, and tends to stint the growth of 
every thing noble and beautiful in his character. 
If he has better uspirations to begin with, his 
condition too often compels him to make money 
his first question, and exhaust his freshest and 
best life in its pursuit. The pursuit of money 
has its excitements and pleasures no doubt; but 
it is hardening to the heart and the finer sensi- 
bilities, and leads to many foolish and hurtful 
lusts; and happy dre they whoare not forced 
into it. Love, in common society, is all mixed up 
with the idea of money—a miserable alloy.— 
Marriage is said to be too expensive now-a-days 
to be popular. Willis pictures a dismal state of 
things in the following paragraph: 

“ With our national combination of two excesses 
—an excessively money-getting bent to the tastes 
and ambitions of all classes of our young men, 
and an excessively fine-lady edncation to all 
classes of our young girls—there is really an un- 
natural and disproportionate amount, (for the 
American woman to suffer, sooner or later,) of 
disappointed ideal. Few find lovers to their 
taste, or, having trustfully wedded ‘ for better or 
for worse,’ find it anything but ‘ worse.’ In the 
heart where they hoped for sovereignty, filthy 
lucre reigns supreme.” 





In our society money is not the rival of love.— 
The affections, as well as the aspirations of genius 
have their natural and free development.—Such 
was the tenor of the conversation tbis evening, 
mingled with many acknowledgements of grati- 
tude. 

Saturday, 27.—Note from a member request- 
ing a family criticism. The case presented a sin- 
gular illustration of the power of imagination to 
realize itself, and convert ‘ trifles light as air’ to 
‘confirmation strong as prouf of holy writ,’ in fa- 
vor ofa prepossession. But when persuns may not 
trust their own sensations, they can pretty safely 
trust the concentrated judgment of a Community 
family. 

Sunday, 28.—One of our ejaculatory meetings ; 
in which thanksgiving, prayer, confessions, rela- 
tion of religious experience, &c., &c., are in order. 
In want of anything else of a reportable charac- 
ter for this evening, we will insert the notes of 
the business mecting of to-day, which were read 
as usual. (Our central business committee hold 





a session every Sunday forenoon, and their de_ 
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liberations are noted and read at the evening 
meeting.) ‘The following is a specimen: “ Mr. 
A—— wished to find out the mind of the board 
as to how extensively he should go into the gar 
dening business. It was thought that we could 
not decide about the matter until it was kuown 
how much help could be had. This involved the 
arrangement of the business forces for the coming 
season. .In pursuance of this object a special 
meeting is to be called on Wednesday next at 
one o'clock. Our ice-houses need fixing to 
protect them from the warm weather. Provision 
made to have it attendedto. Mr. K present- 
ed a paper which he had received from the com- 
tuissioner of highways, allotting us a certain por- 
tion of the higliway which we are to keep in re- 
pair. This saves us from the liability. of being 
called upon to work in other districts, as here- 
tofore. The question whether we should take 
measures to have ourselves organized into a sepa- 
rate school-district, was discussed some, and re- 
ferred to the general mecting.” 

Monday, March, 1.—Conversation about the 
true relation between Free Discussion and Inspi- 
ration. Free discussion alone never settles any 
truth, For instance, on the question of diet, we 
could never come to any satisfactory agreement 
by free discussion merely. Both sides are able 
to bring philosophy and science, and beth sides 
can quote the Bible; and so long as there is ro 
tribunal of science or of interpretation having 
authority to decide which is right, simple argu- 
ment would leave us very nearly where we began. 
Mr. P. and W. would never agree, it is likely, as 
to what science teaches on this subject; and Mr, 
N. and W. would not agree as to the tenor of the 
Bible doctrine; they would not agree without 
reference to some higher authority than their own 
understanding and power of argument. If they 
can get at the mind of God—that is, find out 
what inspiration teaches, they can agree. Free 
discussion loosens up the ground, and digs round 
the roots of truth, but it is not fruitful itse!f. It 
removes the rubbish and prepares the way for 
building, but it erects no structure. It must 
appeal at last to inspiration. 

Tuesday, 2.—The question whether we shall 
petition to be set off as a separate school-district 
talked about. We draw forty dollars school 
money from the State, which has heretofore been 
appropriated entirely by the district for their 
school; besides we are taxed about twenty dol- 
lars for fuel and other expenses of the same 
school. We have double the number of scholars 
at home to provide for, and it would seem fair 
that we should not be taxed for the school out- 
side. It was thought there would be no difficulty 
in effecting the object, that the commissioner 
and the school district in which we have been 
included would regard it favorably.——Conversa- 
tion about the Revival movement, an extended 
account of which appeared in yesterday’s Tribune, 
and was read in the family at the usual reading 
hour this evening. The fact that the movement 
did not originate and is not sustained by the cler- 
gy or the churches, but by laymen, and even 
non-professors, was regarded as interesting: also 
the fact that it enlists the young men particularly. 
It was thought to have the same sympathetic, 
contagious character as the financial panic that 
preceded it. The panic may be considered as 
God’s judgment passing over the land, and the 
Revival as the fruit that follows. One remarked 
that it was time there should bea religious daily 
paper to keep up with such a state of things, to 
which another replied, that the Tribune prom- 
ised to become a religious paper at the present 
rate. 














Discipline of the Heart. 

There are moments when we must at- 
tend exclusively to the inner concerns of 
our beings—when all else has to be dis- 
regarded for the time being—all out- 
ward fellowship apparently neglected, and 


the attention of our minds concentrated | 


on things invisible. And though at 
times this may appear a hard matter, yet 
good is stronger than evil, and that good 
is with us; it attends the confession of 
Christ. ‘Them that honor me, I will 


honor,’ is the promise. Where the honor 
of God is acknowledged as the paramount 
object of attention, there is every hope of 
personal improvement ; for then every 
thing selfish gives way, and a state of 
spiritual refinement is sure to follow in 
the course of time. 


When we submit to 
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what we know to be right, our hearts be- 
come receptive to the earnest of future 
bliss, as well as present comfort—so com- 
pensatory are the results of obedience: 

‘If ye know these things, blessed are ye if 
ye do them.’ There is not so much for 
us to do ourselves, as there is for us to 
let God do. He is all the while shaping 
our circumstances for us (intending dis- 
cipline thereby) and it is for us to keep 
our wills quiet and submissive, taking 
just what he gives us, making the most 
of it, and contentedly waiting for the 
next good thing, and then we are sure to 
find something else cofning along, for we 
are then just in that frame of mind which 
can appreciate what ought to be appre- 
ciated, be it ever so small in the opinion 
of some. How mightily a loving heart 
magnifies a very little thing! So when 
the heart is rightly disposed toward God, 
all that he appoints appears good, very 
good to us: ‘How precious are thy 
thoughts untome.’ The ‘will of the flesh’ 
may well be handledin Scripture as a vast 
obstacle to spiritual progress, especially 
in the department of the affections. Here 
is its strong hold, and last hold. But 
how humble and free the soul becomes— 
how near to God we approach when we 
have the consciousness of victory here. 
And the submission of spirit that follows 














Free Love in Central New York. 


We find the following remarkable letter in the 
N.Y. Tribune of Feb. 24th. The letter is dated 
at Skaneateles, N. Y. The facts given, indicate 
the working of new ideas in the public mind, 
tending to undermine the stability of the present 
social institutions, and prepare the way for a 
better social gospel. While we do not expect 
results of much practical value from such move- 
ments, we apprehend but little danger to mankind 
generally. 

“ During the past year, a movement. small in it- 
self, but dangerous in its tendencies, has been 
set on foot in this vicinity, and has attracted, by 
the novelty of its principles and the character of 
those who sustain it, an importance which has 
excited many fears as to its probable results in 
the future. The announcement some months 
since that several well-known and respectable 
citizens and their families had become converted 
to the doctrines of Free Love, created some sur- 
prise, though the statement was not credited. 

ubsequent developments, however, proved the 
truth of the rumors and they have further re- 
vealed that the heresy is more wide spread among 
us than was supposed by those who believed the 
announcement originally made. The origin of the 
movement, as the facts are current here, is as 
follows : 

“ Until the Spring of 1857, Spiritualism had nev- 
er made much progress among the people here, 
though there were individuals and families who 
were familiar with its manifestations, and had 
accepted its facts as of spiritual origin. Occa- 
sionally a lecturer would visit the villages in the 
vicinity, and deliver a few discourses upon its 
doctrines, which were generally listened to by 
promiscuous audiences, and with more or less in- 


gives the opportunity for God to take} terest. The | = Aaya interest in the sub- 
“ » | jeot was aroused by a man named Tyler, formerly 
deep and effectual possession of us. It is], Methodist Minister in the West, who came to 


through the heart that we get our hun- 
dred-fold in exchange for our own isola- 
ted life; for it is suceptible of almost 
incredible expansion, when God takes 
possession of it. The kind of refinement 
that follows is pure and heavenly; we 
have come into possession of a new life. 
Refinement of heart involves much more 
than is generally imagined ; since it is 
that condition which renders us fit recep- 
tacles of the spirit of God. Now, is 
there any thing too glorious to imagine 
of God? Well, whatever it be, we are 
destined, as sons and daughters, to taste 
of it. A hundred-fold then it is already 
to the obedient spirit, through the en- 
larged capacity of the heart, and in the 
world to come, ‘life everlasting.’—R. 8. D. 





The Celestial Army. 


I stood by the open casement, 
And looked upon the night, 

And saw the westward-going stars 
Pass slowly out of sight. 


Slowly the bright procession 
Went down the gleaming arch, 

And my soul discerned the music 
Of a long triumphal march ; 


Till the great celestial army, 
Stretching far beyond the poles, 
ame the eternal symbol 
Of the mighty march of souls. 


Onward, forever onward, 
Red Mars led down his clan ; 

And the Moon like a mailed maiden, 
Was riding in the van. 


And some were bright in beauty, 
And some were faint and small, 

But these might be in their great heights 
The noblest of them all. 


Downward, forever downward, 
Behind earth’s dusky shore, 

They passed into the unknown night, 
They passed and were no more. 


No more! oh! say not so! 
And downward is not just; 

For the sight is weak and the sense is dim 
That looks through heated dust. 


The stars and the mailed moon, 
Though they seem to fall and dic, 
Still sweep with their embattled lines 

An endless reach of sky. 


And though the hills of Death 
May hide the bright array, 

The marshaled brotherhood of souls 
Still keeps its onward way 


Upward, forever upward, 
I see their march sublime, 
And hear the glorious music 
Of the conquerors of Time. 


And long let me remember, 
That the palest fainting one 

May to the diviner vision be 
A bright and blazing sun. 





T. Buchanan Read. 


this place in March last, and commenced a course 
of legtures. Being possessed of a strong ‘ psycho- 
logical’ power, peculiar to successful exhorters in 
protracted meetings, Tyler’s efforts at prosely- 
ting were met withcordial responses, and many 
circles were established to secure intelligence 
from the spiritual world. He lectured with simi- 
lar success in Auburn, Marcellus, Syracuse and 
other places in the vicinity ; and as his popularity 
became established, he gradually extended the 
scope of his programme. First, he dilated exten- 
sively upon the wrongs inflicted upon woman, and 
urged the necessity of steps being taken to secure 
her eMancipation from the fetters that restricted 
her influences. As he advanced in his lectures, 
he intimated marriage was one of the institutions 
which stood in the way of woman’s advancement ; 
and, when he felt that the minds of his hearers 
were sufficiently wrought up, he opealy declared 
not only that Free Love was consistent with the 
teachings of Spiritualism, but was une of its car- 
dinal doctrines. The boldness of the declaration 
startled many who had begun to take a genuine 
interest in the subject, and, fearing the conse- 
quences, they at once commenced to retrace their 
stops. Others continued to afliiliate with Tyler, 

accepted his teachings as true. Their method 
of argument in showing the intimate connection 
between Spiritualism and Free Love is something 
like this: The doctrines of Spiritualism they say 
teagh us that in the future existence, spirits fol- 
low their attractions, they accepting them as 
a revelation of the will «f God; that there 
is no ownership of the affections there, but that 
each commands homage in the love of others 
in the ratio of his possessing loveable qualitics. 
Spiritoalism also teaches us, they say, that 
the future is a condition of endless spiritual 
unfolding and progression, which may be com- 
menced in this life as well as hereafter; that to 
secure a harmonious spiritual development we 
should conform our relations here as nearly 
as possible to those revealed to us as existing in 
the future state; that, as there are no marriages 
in Heaven, there should be nuue here; and as at- 
traction there is the highest regulation of indi- 
vidual acts, so it should be here. In fine, they 
hold that the world in the past should at once 
adjourn, to meet again immediately, divested of 
all our gross characteristics, amid the surroun- 
d of millennial joys. 

‘Such was Tyler’s success that there are now no 
less than 20 whole families in this vicinity who 
avow Free Love doctrines, and whose conversion 
is due, directly or indirectly, to his influence.— 
And beside these there are many isolated persons 
who have announced their entire sympathy with 
the movement. The converts are mostly highly 
respectable farmers, all of whom are well to do, 
and some wealthy. They had previously been 
connected with the Baptist, Methodist, Presby- 
terian and Universalist denominations. They 
hold regular weekly circles at the present time 
in the houses of some of their numbers, and there 
exists among them a perfect unammity of feeling. 

“In October last, Tyler left this place for Berlin 
Hights, ir Ohio, to become identified with the 
Frew Love colony which has been established 
there. He took with him the wife of one of our 
citizens, but after a few weeks’ sojourn they were 
both arrested on charges of adultery. An exam- 
ination was held before a magistrate, the lady 
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“ As most of the families identified with the 
movement have extensive family connections 
here, the feelings that have been aroused are of 
the deepest regret, and particularly as some of 
the proselytes have been making efforts to sell 
their property to join in some socialistic experi- 
ment to be begun under the auspices of Tyler. 
Their attempts thus far, however, have been frus- 
trated by their friends, in the hope that they 
will soon see the error of their erratic course, 
forsake principles so manifestly subversive of so- 
cial order, and resume their accustomed equilib- 
rium of thought and action. 

‘As yet there has been no disposition shown by 
the people to cease their fellowship with the fami- 
lies because of their doctrines and practices, 
though gossip has been more or less excited by 
the facts connected with a movement so startling.” 





The Relation of an Author to the Public. 


Willis in the Home Journal makes the follow- 
ing observations on a statement of Bayard Tay- 
lor, in one of his late letters, that ‘The Public has 
no right to know anything of the private lite of 
an author.’ We like the principle which Mr. 
Willis lays down—it is certainly one which every 
manly mind and loving heart can subscribe to.— 
Shat off an author’s public from all sympathy 
with him in his personal experience and re- 
iations, and how cold and cheerless must be his 
attitude towards them! We could hardly imag- 
ine a more disagreeable position. Take Mr. Wil- 
lis’s position in contrast. No other popular wri- 
ter has been so free to give higreader the incidents 
and experiences of his private home, taking them 
to his fireside and showing them the ways of 
family life at Idlewild. And we venture to say 
no other popular writer has won so many hearts 
from among his readers. Could he have done 
this if he had acted on the principle of churlish 
repulsion which Bayard Taylor adopts ? 


“Tbe relation betweetan author and his ha- 
bitual reader has always seemed to me one of 
more intimacy than the necdlessly offended dig- 
nity of this common saying would apparently 
permit. For, who are the author’s ‘Public’ but 
the habitual sharers of his own inner and better 
nature—the kindly receivers of what he has him- 
self chusen to give out, from his own thoughts, 
feelings and experience, for communion with those 
of like mind? More than any other sort of pub- 
lic mar, an author has his ‘ Public’ to himself— 
They are those who take the trouble to keep in- 
formed as to what he writes—to pay their muney 
to procure it—to take it to their homes—to read 
it in solitude or to their families—to discuss it— 
to be influenced by it. And whoever does this 
for an author prefers him over hundreds of other 
and unread authors. Now, would not this, in the 
common intercourse of life—this giving to you 
of preference, time, and attentive remembrance— 
entitle a man to the privileges of (riendship? Yet 
the saying we have quoted seems rudely to deny 
to such an admirer the courtesy extended to the 
commonest visiting acquaintance ! 

Tt has always seemed to me that there was even 
a grateful affection due from an author te his ha- 
bitual readers. The relation between them, is, in 
fact, a friendship, based upon a recognised sympa- 
thy of thought and feeling. It isa misnomer to 
call such a constituency of lovers and friends by 
so cold a home as ‘The Public.’ That they wish 
to have the privilege of friends—that they are 
interested always to know something of the 
‘ private life’ of their favorite author—will be de- 
nied by no one. They ask to be let in to no 
secrets. They wish to know merely what every 
friend and visitor knows—what manner of life he 
leads and how he seems to his neighbors, what is 
his house and what are its surroundings, what 
pictures hang on his study walls, whether his wife 
has dark eyes or blue, and what are the names 
and number of his children—just what the door 
opens to, when it lets in the comer for a call.— 
And, to bolt and bar this easy opened door to the 
friends whose admiration constitutes the fame he 
enjoys, seems to me not only churlish in the au- 
thor but indiscriminating, 

Of course, with every nine hundred and nincty- 
nine who are thus welcomed in at the opened 
door, there will enter a thousandth who will abuse 
the. confidence— a critical sneerer and slanderer 
who would otherwise have been obliged to invent 
the lie which he can now hang upon a nail of plau- 
sibility. And it was this thousandth exception— 
this one scoundrel among a thousand friends—on 
whom Bayard had his ese when he so roughly 
shut the door upon them all! How long the sen- 
sitive man of genius has to live (please take notice, 
oh young authors!) before he realizes that the 
one sneerer among a thousand admirers does not 
constitute ‘The Public! : 

And, with the self-evident corollary to the 
foregoing, viz.:—that you andI, my dear Morvis, 
having lived long enough to be duly attentive to 
the nine hundred-and ninety-nine-fulness of this 
mortal life, do hereby make a loving and free 
Declaration of Friendship to the readers of the 
Home Journal who constitute our ‘ Public’—I will 
close my letter for this week.” 





was surrendered into the custody of her husband, | ==== 


and Tyler was released from custody on his prom- 
ising to leave the county. He immediately came 
here, and within a few days was secretly joined 
_ by the lady, and the two proceeded to 

ew: York, it is said, with the intention of going 
to Gehfornia to found a Free Love colony there, 
but later intelligence states that they are- look- 





ing for a location in the vicimty of New-York. 


Go Correspondents. 


4. K., Hopkinton, St. Lawrence Co., N. Y.—The paper will 
be sept as you desire. W. A Knowles is not at Oneida ; his 
present resid is at Champion, Jeff. Co.. N. Y. 

L O. D., Kenton, Hardin Co., Ohio.—The $2,00 were re- 
ceived. 








Letrers nor Orngrwiss ACKNowLEpGEp.—J. J 





Franks, C. B. Fletcher, 2, Samuel Willard. 
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